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Parent Information 
 

Reading in Early Years 
 

It's never too early to read with a child and sharing books, stories and rhymes is a daily part of life at 
Curious Explorers.  
 
Role of the Adult 
To be ready to start reading, children need to have a variety of skills in place.  
These early reading skills includes: 

✓ general sound discrimination 
✓ rhyming 
✓ alliteration 
✓ voice sound 
✓ oral blending and segmenting 
✓ awareness of phonics 

We use Letters and Sounds Phase 1 to support children in their reading journey.  
(Please see parent page for an overview of what aspects are taught). 
We teach these concepts through play and not as a formal lesson. 
 
Reading through Play 
At Curious Explorers we develop a love for reading with all children. 
From the day babies are born they are surrounded by words and letters. We ensure all children have 
many opportunities during their session with us to be read too and enjoy stories and rhymes in different 
ways. 
 
We promote reading by ensuring our environment is rich with texts such as: 
 

✓ a range of reading materials throughout our setting, including outside 
✓ magazines in your role play area and cookery books in your home corner 
✓ homemade instruction books in your construction area 
✓ meaningful labels with words and pictures displayed throughout your setting 
✓ props from familiar stories in your role play area so children can act out their favourite stories 
✓ a range of visual cues and props that can support children to understand words 
✓ We take small groups of children to visit our local library for story sessions or just to enjoy books.  

 
Rhymes  
Did you know that if children know eight nursery rhymes by the time, they're four years old, they're 
usually among the best readers by the time they're eight? Rhyming helps children to break words down 
and to hear the sounds that make up words in preparation for reading and writing. So, we sing songs 
and have a rhyme time with children every day. We also take small groups to the library for rhyme time 
on a weekly basis. 
 

How you can help your child at home: 
 
It is never to early to start reading and sharing books with children at 
home.  
Emilie Buchwald said "children are made readers on the laps of their 
parents". We quite agree, so this series of Read with Me leaflets are 
full of little tips for parents of newborns to five year olds. 

✓ Please follow the link or look on our parent page for -Read with Me Leaflets 
 

https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/people-and-community/family-information-service/publications-for-families/read-with-me-reading-tips-for-parents
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fbluemanoreducation.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2016%2F01%2FHow-to-teach-your-child-to-read.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fbluemanoreducation.com%2Fhow-to-teach-your-child-to-read%2F&docid=nug03ffC9TepwM&tbnid=QVZPCeq_P3_anM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwjBrYupvp3hAhU4RxUIHWbmBesQMwhCKAMwAw..i&w=700&h=467&bih=663&biw=1477&q=how%20do%20you%20get%20your%20child%20to%20read&ved=0ahUKEwjBrYupvp3hAhU4RxUIHWbmBesQMwhCKAMwAw&iact=mrc&uact=8

